The Coronation

divine Creator than those of our Europe with their white skins
and ruby cheeks.7

On reaching the state apartments, the King dismounted and
took up his station in a hall hung with gold brocade. Manrique
was allowed in and saw there a person whom till then he had
never seen: the Queen entered with her ladies. This was the
famous Nat Shin Me*, the Mistress of Paradise. We have hinted at
her existence before and of the part she was destined to play in the
curious drama we are describing. Manrique does not seem to have
understood her importance. On the present occasion he had no
more than a distant vision of a very smartly dressed woman. He
saw the King take her by the hand, conduct her to a window over-
looking a courtyard crowded with people, where both of them
threw down a quantity of silver money specially minted for the
purpose.

That was the last act of the long-drawn-out festivities.
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